
AP U.S. Government and Politics 
Summer Work 

 
As engaged citizens of the United States, our goals are two-fold:  

 
1. To be informed about what is happening with our government and political culture, and  
2. To be media savvy and know where to find reputable news reporting. 

 
To this end, you will complete two assignments over the summer giving you a running start on 
achieving our goals. 
 
PART I: THE NEWS (50 points) - due September 10 
 
Your assignment is to locate, summarize, and analyze TEN current news stories reported or 
published on any date between June 1 and September 5.  News stories can be found via online 
or print newspapers. Use the News Journal document to cite your sources and dates and report 
on the following topics: 
 
1. *TWO* POLITICAL issues (examples of story topics: the Presidential or Congressional 

elections and campaigns, individual candidates, political parties, workings of Congress, etc.)  
 

2. *TWO* SOCIAL or DOMESTIC issues (ex: civil rights, race relations, gender equality, LGBT 
issues, immigration, abortion, free speech, crime, etc.)  

 
3. *TWO* ECONOMIC issues (ex: Wall Street, jobs, unemployment, business, taxes, recession, 

oil prices, economic  classes (i.e. working-class or middle-class issues), etc.  
 

4. *TWO* FOREIGN POLICY (ex: military operations, diplomacy, War on Terror, North Korea, 
Middle East, Latin America, basically U.S.  involvement or interest or policy involving any 
other country)  

 
5. U.S. SUPREME COURT (news report on any June 2018 decision – you don’t have to read 

the decision itself)  
 

(Note: Issues #1-5 above should focus on NATIONAL issues and policy.) 
 

6. STATE or LOCAL: One article on any topic of your choice, focused on either the state or 
local level (ex: statewide or local environmental issue, the California economy, the drought 
and water issues, local schools,  state- or local-level elections or ballot measures, etc.)  

 

  



Where to find reputable sources for news articles on the Internet or in print?  
 

● National news outlets such as CNN, NPR, PBS, or network news (ABC / NBC / CBS). 
International news like the BBC and The Guardian are also quite useful. Avoid using 
MSNBC, Fox News, or The Huffington Post or other news aggregators for this 
assignment. If unsure about the reliability of a news source, feel free to email me at 
rfenster@htps.us. 
 

● Nationally-read newspapers such as New York Times, Washington Post, Wall Street 
Journal, and large city/state papers such as Los Angeles Times or San Francisco 
Chronicle.  

 
 

 
 
PART II: BOOK REVIEW (50 points) - due September 17 
 
Select a book from the list. If you have an alternative idea, email me for approval. A book 
review includes a concise summary and an analysis of a book’s thesis and argument, comprised 
of three parts:  
 

● An introduction that introduces the topic of the book and relates the thesis, or what the 
author is trying to prove. This is usually found in the introduction of the book.  

● The body includes two things:  
○ a summary of the contents of the book. Avoid a clumsy chapter-by-chapter 

approach, instead focus on a bit of detail about the key themes of the book.  
○ an evaluation of the author’s argument, including any flaws you find. 

 
This is a formal essay; do not use first or second person and avoid contractions and slang. 
Non-fiction books are not “novels.”  You are welcome to use outside sources to supplement 
your writing but it is not required. However, if you do, make sure you properly cite your sources 
and provide a bibliography. 
 
Length: minimum three pages, maximum four pages. Unless you are told otherwise, ALWAYS 
use the following format: single-sided, typed, and double-spaced (except for headers which 
should be single-spaced), Times New Roman font + 12 point, and one-inch margins. 
 
The List 

1. Marcia Coyle, The Roberts Court: The Struggle For the Constitution 
2. Lawrence Tribe and Joshua Matz, Uncertain Justice: The Roberts Court and the 

Constitution 
3. Erwin Chemerinsky, The Case Against the Supreme Court 


